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Most of Them Declare Boys of To-day Are as

Bright as Those
Dr. Hall’s

A STATEMENT like the one made by
Dr. Hall is of so widespread interest
that THE NEW YORK HERALD in
order to determine whether or not his con-
clusion applies generally addressed an in-
quiry to some twenty presidents of lead-
ing colleges. The questions in brief were:
Is the American college student of to-
day mentally inferior to the student of
the last generation? Is he as ambitious
and hard working? Does he take as high
scholastic rank? And if the answers to
these questions are negative, is the
growth of wealth in the country respon-
sible for a deterioration of mental fibre,
the dulling of ambition and the lessening
of a willingness to work?

From replies received THE NEW
YORK HERALD has culled for publica-
tion the following:

I'l‘ is my Impres-

sion that the F o
college student = |

o to-day is Just as

intelligent as the col-

lege student of the
past, and has more
agquaintance with
the world in general.
Probably he is not
as ambitious or as
hard working. He
more easily gives up
w hard problem and
does not perhaps stick

to it as well. Forty
vl fifty years ago
most boys who went
1o college had a
pretty . definite purpose in view and took
thelr college  education perhaps more

“eriously; but 1 am very sure that the un-
dergraduate of to-day ls no worse than his
lathers, probably much better,

bovwstiso i )

President of Bowdoin College.
14 I would say,

in comparing
the American college
student of to-day
with the student of
fifty years ago, we
must remember that
the students of fifty
or one hundred years
ago represented for
the most part a sn-
gle section of the
community. usually
the professional class,
Mechanies and arti-
sans did not then
send  thelr sons to
college, and those young men who did enter
rollege usually came from homes with
librarles and musie and cultural background.
The college to-day does not represent any
<ingle class., Tt I8 a cross section of our
sntire American life. Undoubtedly the col-
lege Is less literary than when it belonged
to a single cluss or tralned men for only
three or four calings, “The qulet and still
dr of delightful studies” no longer describes
the ecager and “hustling” life of the college
<tudent.
But while the students have lost in some
irections they have gained In others. The
student of to-day s more ambitious than the
iudent of the last generatlon and does
harder work, even though the work be of 0
lfferent kind. He takes Just as high rank
n his classes as did the student of fifty years
igo, though the range of subjects in which
he is interested is quite different. In any
good collego nne can see the lights burning
1111 after midn’ght in many o laboratory, and
students taking fleld trips In geology or
botany or engineering which accupy a halt
day or oven a whole duny. The students in
wejentific cotirses work far harder than their «
fathers did befors them, hecause the courses
are far more Interesting and far more vitally
related to e, The students of to-day are of

N answer to your
inquiry of Dec,

o e+ e . M

more virorons type, physically and in-
tellectually, than in any preceding genera-
ton, even though eertaln cultural values we
often miss,

The publications Issued by the students are
Wbler than thnse of fifty years ago, their
dramatic productions nre much finer, their
athletle sports are clenner, and the college
songs of to-day are vastly superlor to the
drinking songs or the senseless dittles cur-
rent In the 1gst generation

The growth of wealth in this country has

not apprecinbly affected the situation, There
we n few o'ided youths eoncentrated In
few colleges, bt nine-tenthe of the college
tudents nre in modest elreumstances—hard
working, open minded, steady in purpose and
mproving thelr opportunities Wo have nn
rondom 1o De disconrnged

Al

renldent of Brown UIniversity
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ny AL LR TN from

) 1 bnve oy
our  ltter il visin
e that the chanes!
1 Wiashingto
Uiy arsit s, Laujs
it the nver
i intelilgence o
tudents s
jower than that which
praviligd yeurs ago -
I would not, of course,
indertike to guestion
Dr. Hall's obsarvie
tion, both because oh-

sarvitions differ and I am not surs of the
meaning which he attaches to intelligence

Tteplying to your question, I heg to eay
hriefly that in contrasting the Willlams =tu-
lents of to-day with thosa of my undorgrad.
wite years (1881-1885), | believe the net re
nit 18 & Metinet advance. This judgment s
el npem conelderation af the phyaleal, n-

i ; Ak -

of Past, Despite
C . - -

riticism
moval) walning. Concerning the first 1 am
able to speak with accuracy and gquote from
my annual report of Ogtober of the present
Vear:

“Returning graduates frequently remark
that the students do not appear to he as
robust or physically well developed as dur-
ing an earler time, The frequency tables
of the helght and welght of entering {reah-
man classes from 1580 to the preéesent time
give the following results: The average
height of the entering classes from 1500 to
1845, nclusive, was & and 66-100 feet; there
was o slight falling off during the five years
ending with 1900, but a4 steady gain gince
that time, The five classes 1916 to 1920, in-
clusive, average slightly over 5 and 74-100
feet, while the class of 1923 showed an aver-
age helght of nearly 5 and 77-100 feet. The
mean welght of the entering class for the six
years 1800 to 1896 was 134.72 pounds, With
an Inslgnificant falling off durify the next
five vears, the average weight increased to
140.15 pounds for the classea 1918 to 1930,
inclusive, and to 141.12 pounds for the class
of 19238."

Whether this physical advance has been
secured at the sacrificé of the intellectual {s,
of course, the main question. Willlams still
adheres to the humanistic programme of
studies. The Intellectual outlook Is wider
than formerly. For many years Greek has
not been required, and it is possible for
freshmen to substitute physios for mathe-
matics, and they are introduced to the prob-
lems of the day. This seems to the clagsical
student an intellectual lose hardly balanced
by the gain In interest. With this view 1
have considerable sympathy, especially
when, as In many places, the doors are
thrown wide open and the freshman invited
to help. himself. But I think we of the "80s
muat exerelse judgment with care lest we
fall into the error of identifying change
with degeneration. Forgerly the emphasis
was largely placed on ﬂmte registration
of facts and a nice understanding of words
and symbols. To-day the emphasis s on
their interpretation snd use. In other
words, the student of to-day Is different but
not necessarily inferior. Most of them
know less Latin and Greek but more modern
language. To the group of hard working
ambitlous students of former times have been
added many others, for it is now the thing
to go to college. Many who now enter

The annual report of

asoertained through correspondence.
these;

pectations that the young would

that, in my judgment, this was

inc
press, not only on older
were in the service, showing a

which was quite surprising.
this

m 19r3. -

r. Fredetic Aldin Hall, Chancellor of Washington
University, contained a statément that the average intelligence of college stu-
dents is lower than that which prevailed years ago. )
explains, coincides with that of -authorities in other educational institutions, as
The actual words in Dr. Hall's report are

“It is only fair to say that, so far as I can learn from the faculty,
it is thought that the work of the student body has not this year been
as good as that of previous years; that, contrary to the people’s ex-

reason of war experience, they seem to be less inclined to serious
labor, and that an unusual proportion of students had to be-dropped
because of the inferior quality of their work."

Asked to amplify his formal report, Dr. Hall said: |

“I may say briefly that it is my judgment that the students who
have entered colleges this year, and last particularly, do not measure
up to the standard of previous ‘rﬂl?pl.

“In the article to which you refer I endeavored to make it clear

greater numbers of young people were entering college, and that in
numbers there were naturally
war conditions, might not ever have bt of college.

“Then, too, the unrest brought about by the war has left its im-
ple but on the young, even those who
lack of purpose in their college work,
There is an improvement observable
ar as to seriousness of pur,
tion greater than used to prevail is likely to be unable to do the
work required in a college course.

“It has not been my intention to reflect upon the training of the
high schools in explanation of whs
standard among students, but to find the cause primarily in the ex-
cessive numbers and disturbed conditions.” .

Dr. Hall has been chancellor of Washington University since 1917, He re-.
ceived his A. B. from Drury College in 1878 and his A. M. from the same college.
Tufts gave him L. H. D. in 1912 shd Washington University gave him LL. D.

Following his graduation by Drury College he studied at Gottingen, Ger-
many. He is the author of “"Homeric Studies for Younf Readers,” “"Outline of
the Odyssey,” “Outline of the Orestrian Trilogy” and “Ip

This conclusion, the report

be more spurposeful and earnest by

partly due to the fact that much

many who, under pre-

, but, like last year, a propor-

seems to me a lowering of the

'

higenia in Literature.”

would have gone Into business forty years
ago. Lacking intellectual Interests, they
have initlated campus actlvitles, and a
goodly number discover unsuspected intellec-
tual tastes before graduation. -

I bLelleve that a larger proportion of Will-
inms men are taught to use their reasoning
powers to-day than formerly. It is distinct-
Iy to the advantage of business that so many
college men are now turning to it. But this
will continue to be 0 only if high standards
of character which come from the training
of the emotions are malntained. To this end
it becomes of first Importance that every-
thing that makes against this standard be
sternly shut out and that the moral and re-
liglous emotlons be positively and effectively
trained to useful service in the world.

To reply to your last question, without

doubt the growth of wealth throughout the
country in the last twenty vears has had a
deterforating effect upon the fibre of the
American youth, because it -has set before
him standards of material achlevement and
the allurements of pleasure seeking. But
youth is generous minded and with quick’
perception is seizing upon the idea that re-
sponsibillty and the hard work that sees
things through outwelgh wealth. 1 have
tully as much faith In the young men of to-
day as in those of my own generation.

bl

Presidefdt of Willlamg Collo{;; :

Collegse Heads Differ About Intelligence of

Students

Chancellor of Washington University, Viewing
Standards as Lower, Attributes Slump
to Effects of War

HE specific
questions you

I ask regarding

the average intelll-
gence of college stu-

dents do not admit of
categorical answers.
The records of La-
- fayette College show
that In the decade
181’01—‘1830 more high
marks were given
fharl in the decade
1910-1920, but It Is
open to question
whether this was due
to superlor achieve-
: ; : ments on the part of
the students or to a lower standard of re-
quirements on the part of the instructor,
In the earlier decade fifty to sixty per cent.
of those who entered as freshmen gradu-
ated as seniors at the end of the four years;
the ratio Is slightly lower for the last decade.
In 1916, the last year before the war, fifty
per cent. graduated. The statistics sinee
the war are, of course, without slgnificance
In this-connection.
. I should ndt say that the American col-
lege student of to-day knows less, or is less
able intellectually than his predecessor of u
generation ago. It Is, however, probably
true that he is not, relatively, so far in ad-
vance of the average intelllgence of his com-
munity as he was forty years ago, due in part
to the widespread disgemination of know!-
edge through books and newspapers, More-
over college life ls far more complex to-
day than it was In 1880, The college boy has
a bewildering array of Interests, His lfe is
i much broader one, judged by the activities
In which he engages; probably there is too
great dissipation of his energies. At all
events it makes it exceedingly difffcult 1o
compare his achievements with those of the
college student of 1880, whose curriculum,
as a rule, did not Include more than four
subjects at a time, when the long hours of
personal laboratory experimentation were
unknown, and when physical training was
Jjust beginning to find recognition as a col-
lege department.
Probably a more profitalle comparisor
than that between two generations woula
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Earn $100

Chance for Pupils of
Graduating Classes
in All of New York
City's Advanced
Schools Offered by
This Newspaper

How do the boys and girle of the

schools regard to-day’'s vivid and

compelling problems and industrial
reconstruction and readjustment? What js
their attitude as citizens of to-morrow tow-
ard the State and to soclety? What prin-
ciples of Amarleanism are belng inculcated
by the educators of the metropolls? What
do the young think of the country in which
they live? /

These and other questions of live impon
will be answered through the Economic 1s-
say Contest organized by the Tum New Yorg
Henatd and approved by Dr. Willlam L. Et-
tinger, Superintendent of Bchools. This is
the first publie announcement of what au-
thorities on civies consider one of the most
interesting and far reaching lnquiries Into
the status of the mind of American youth
over proposed, the pupils having been ap-
prigsed of the conditions of the contest on the
last day of school before the Christmas holi-
days.

The title of the essay isx: “In View of
Present Industrlal Conditions and Soclal
UUnrest, What Are the Obligations Incum-
hent Upon the American Citizen?”

Terms of the Contest Set Forth
In Letter to High School Principals

in accordanece with the terms officially an-
nounced, the contest is open to the members
of the fourth year classes of all of the high
schools of New York city, ns sot forth In
this letter to principals issued by John L.
Tiidsley, distriet -uperintendent for high
achools, with the approval of Dr. Willlam L.
Ettinger, the Clty 8uperintendent of Schools:
For_ the purpose of Interesting the eiti-
z2ena of to-morrow In seonomils affairs and
of stimulating a safe and sane view of
citizenship, THe New Yornk HERALD affers
priges to Be competed for by the students
of the classes of the fourth year In the
ligh schools of the ety of New York, for
an essay on the subject: “In View of
Present Industrial Conditions and Soc
'nrest, What Are the Obligations Incum-

bent Upon the American Citizen? The
irlgen are as follows :
First prise. .. .. ccocenins R AL
Second priee. . L..ooiaeanes L]
Third prize.. . an
The essays are to ba not less than one
thousand not more than two thousand

words In length, They are to be written
an ona side of the paper, preferably typed
They are to o judged by thelir originality
of treatment and by thelr clearness, eon-
clwaniosn and forcefuiness of English style

Allow ma to Impress upon you that thin
content will not entall any additlonal study
on the part of those students who are eom-
peting for the Simonds ceonomio prises
Their sudy of presant sconomle sonditions
shou ndy have given them the ma-
tarinl for the writing of this swsay.
1 trust, therefors, that you will impress
upon your teachers of sconomies, histery
and clvics, and Ensliah the dasirabllity of
having as large s number as posaible of
thelr fourth wyear students compets for
these priges, as T fasl sure that the writing
of the essay wil] tend to make tham bet-
tar praparsd for the duties of citinenship
which will be Ineumbent upon thergso
arm after lsaving sehool Allow me th

¥ pemind vaun that the wihiact Af fhis

By Writing High Scho
gummary of The New York Herald ]
+  Economic Essay Contest Conditions

of paper, preferably typed.

of Jan. 31.

“

SUBJECT:—"In View of Present Industrial Conditions and Social
Unrest, What Are the Obligations Incumbent on the American
"

Citizen?
PRIZES:—First, $100; Second, $50; Third, $25. 2

MANUSCRIPT REQUIREMENTS:—Essays to be not less th
1,000 nor more than 2,000 words in length. Written on one side

TIME LIMITS:—AIll manuscripts to be in hand nét later than Jan.
14, 1921. Awards to be announced in time for the commencement

CONTESTANTS :—Competition open to all students in fourth year
of the high schools of city of New York.

JUDGES—Former Judge Alton B. Parker, William Fellowes Mor-
gan and Mrs. Sara A. Conboy.

J

contest s vitally connected with our in-
struction in clviea and economles, and if
these subjects have been tuught In accord-
ance with the alma of the Board of Super-
intendents In Inaugurating these courses,
the puplls should hawve lttle difficulty In
writing these cssays merely from the regu-
lur Instruction In these subjects,

The essays are to be handed in to the
winelpal of the school en or before Janu-
ary 14, 1021, and are to be forwarded
directly by the princlpal to the Contest
Lditor, Sunday Department, THrE Npw
Yong Herato, 280 Broadway, New York
city.

Judges All Specially Qualified
To Decide on Merits of the Essays
The judges who have consgented to serve
in the awarding of prizes are:

Judge Altom B. Parker, distinguished jurist
and authority om elvies, New York cliy,

Willlam Fellowes Morgan, president of the
Merchunte Assoclation of New York elty,

. Mrs, Sara* A. Copboy, Intermntionnl secre-
tary-treasurer of the United Textile Workers
of Amerien, New York elty,

A glanes at the names of these judges

alone shows how broad ls the scope of the
Inquiry and how comprehensive a troatment
may bhoe expocted,

The soundness of the in-uul views and of
abligntions of eltizens under the law would
naturally command the strict attention of
Judge Parker, who by training and experi-
ence has bheen brought In such close con-
tact with the relations of the vitizens to the
State, :

Long Chief Justice of the Court of Ap-
peals, an office which he resligned to become
a candidate for President of the United
HSwtes on  the Demoeratie  ticket, Judge
Purker has been engnged in recent years In
the practice of law. He i# deeply interoatod
in veonomic affalrs as shown hy his presi-
denoy of the National Civie Fedoration, an
organization_devoted to adjuwting the reln-
tions of labor and capital.

Mr. Morgan has had utc-nu'?'n experjoncs
ag A mgnufacturer and as an employer of
labor, ne well as In financial matters, He Is
in the warehouss husiness, which brings him
in close touch with many commercial Inter-
ests. His Interest in the “raining of youth is
revenled as an alumnus trustee of Columbin
Univeraity and his connectlon with mh‘-r in-
stitutjons of learning.

Mra. Conboy represents not only the labor
viaw on the board of judges, but also the new
olass of voters who are now such Important
factora in all soclal and political affairs, As
many of the ants will undoubtedly be
wiriss for the students of the high scheols
ars about squally divided between the sexes
ahe will ba able to understand theroughly
the view of womankind in the solution of

e nrrhleins ¢ A

the R Lh] Momhin

began her career in the labor world as a
carpet weaver at Roxboro, Mass., at the ago
of eleven. Bhe has gone through many in-
dustrial crises and is in thorough sympathy
with the needs and the aapirationg of the
Inhoring classes.

4,200 Pupils Eligible to Competition
In New York's 28 High Schools

The contestants themselves who are to
_bring thelr papers before these well known
judges represent the most mature though!
and training in the public school system of
the city., They are enrolled In the twenty-
elght high schools of New York cliy, dia
tributed through the five horoughs. There
are In the fourth year classes approximately
4,200 pupils eligible for the competition. Of
these anbout halt will be gradunted on Janu-
ary 31 and the remainder in June, hoth
divislons being admitted to the contest. It
l# the wiszh of John T. Tildsley, Buperinten-
dent of High Schools to make the award
publie on the commencement exercises for
the first division at the end of this month.
The subject of the essay is well adapted
to the existing course in economics which
all pupils of the high schools are obliged to
tuke bofore they can be gradusted. The
school authorities have found that this type
of instruction has had a salutary influence
In preparing students for the realitics of
citizenship, although it has been in existence
little more than a vear.

Citizenship Training Ranks First
Among New Features of School Work

“Undoubtedly the most significant new
fenture of the work of the high schools this
past year,” says Mr. Tildsley in his annual
report just from the press, “was the con
sistent effort throughout the vear for direct

Intensive tridning in cltizenship, We be-
Hleve that the Red Cross work, the Thrift
Stamp and Liberty Loan drives and the
contributions for the orphans of elglim

anfl France have been of Inestimnble value
ir. widening the vision, kindling the emotions

and developing n sense of responsibility and
helpfulners in our high schoal hoys and
girln."

The report also refers to the effort mads

by the Board of Education to extirpate per
niclous politieal doctrines and theories, 1t
developed through s test examination, In
which the problems growing out of the
world war were discussed, that the younger
generation in the high schools took a sane
and sound view,

“The war has forced us,” to quote again
from the report, “to recognize the presence
among us of alements whose attitude toward
government I8 one of Alstinct opposition, if
not hostillty, who look upon government
not as a cooperating but A restraining
agency. These people for the most part

eortmee o ot el b nment Wn

ol Essay

Topic of Live Import
Sanctioned by Board
of Education---Wide-
ly Known Persons
Consent to Act as
Judges in Contest

been an agency
uplifting.

“The loose spenking and often  wild
speeches of the radicals on our street cor-
ners, the hastlly devised remedies for gocial
evils which- appear so frequently In our
newspapers, the general interest of boys and
girls of high school age who are in all move-
ments which alm or purport to aim at the
improvement of industrinl and economic
conditions, and who, therefore, are fre-
quently hrought into contact with those
theories of soclal amelioration or even social
overthrow which gre not based on experi-
ence and which are not the product of close
thinking have brought- home to us during
the past few years that we have been dere-
Het In our dutles as teachers in allowing o
hoyes and girls to be graduated from high
schools without such systematie tralning in
economics as to give them some understand-
ing of our industrial conditions, some knowl-
edge of the forces which control men's ac-
tions in Industry, such teaining as will keep
them from hastily subseribing to half baked
theorles and from Joining In movements

of oppression rather than

*which are subversive of the orderly develop.

ment of soclety.

“The’ Board of Superintendents has, there.
fore, this past vear made economies for five
periods a year in the fourth year a require
ment for graduation from all four year
clangses and has made it a requirement also
for the three voar commercial course, All
students graduated (n 1920 will, therefor:,
have had a course In economics™

Study of Economics to Begin
With Government of the City

The outlines of study prepared by Lhe
Board of Education for the study of eco-
nomles s regarded by authorities in educo-
tional matters as of the highest value. It s
the alm of these clvie courses to begln with
the government of the elty itself and gradu-
ally to unfold the relations of the local com-
munity to the State and the nation.

The SBimonds prize to which Mr, Tildsley
refers s n contest Inaugurated for the bhene-
fit of students of all high schools through-
out the United States Tqr a special study of
the economic theories of Adnm Smith. the
Britigh economist, which has been sup-
pifiented for the benefit of high school
pupils in thiz city by Clarkson Cowl, a well
known merchant. Some of the speclal read-
ing recommended for those taking part In
the eontest would be of value for the eco-

pomics priges offered by Tur New Yok
Henarn
Puplls  who have taken up thelr bigh

wehool economics, however, In the regular
courses, have an ample foumdation for the
contest which Is now do busily engaging
them, 'The text books and lectures In those
courses could well be supplemented by o
rlose reading. of the current news and of
magnzine articles,

The announcement of the terms of Tus
Niw Yong Henaud contest ‘was received with
much enthusfism by the high school puplls,
and many of themn have been gathering in-
formation during the hollday vacation which
comes to Its close to-morrow. The Indlications
are that the competition will be the most In-
teresting of the kind ever held In this city
and the effort to galn its rewnrds and honors

unnguatly keen

be between the American college man and
‘the student of equal age in Scotland, Sweden
or Switzerland. Buch a comparison would
probably show that the American student 1~
superior in mental alertness and Initiative
and inferior in exact Kknowledge of ever.
kind.

The most serlous obsatacle to scholastic at
talnment in América to-day is not wealt!:
but the jealousy of democracy which doesn’t
want anybody to know mor® than every-
body, just as it does not wunt anyhody 1o
own more maletial things than everybody.
This manifests itself In a trade union Hmit:
tion of output in college boy clreles,

We are not so mith concerned at Lafay

ette as to how the average intclligence anv.
application of our college boys compure witn
the Intelligence and application of a form«
whether we can train for the service of th
world some leaders who will he hettos
equipped every way than were the leaders o
the last generation. -
JOHN H. MacCRACKEN.
\ T |

BEG to acknowledge receipt of Youn

inquiry dated Dec. 14 last, address=cd to

the former provost of the university

Dr, E, F. 8mith, and requesting com-
the chancellor of Washington University, in
St. Louls, with regard to the average In-
telligence of college students “then and
now."

Dr. Josinh H. Penniman, the present acting
llever in the continuing reality of the solld
fibre of our American youth and does not
helleve that the college student of to-day
f« in any way inferior in intelligence to the
students of former generations. To believ:
discredit (in his opinion) the results of mod-
ern educational efforts to glve our college
students better facilities than they ever en-
fjoyed in the past,

) é i - 7
I that the averag-
intelligence ol
college students |
lower than that of
vears ago.
to be at the presen:
time a spirit of great-
er earnestness and
seriousness on the
part of our students,
done to-day by them
at Princeton than T
have been able to ob-
serve at any time
during the last twen-

generation as we are with the question
President of Lafayette College
ment upon a recent alleged utterance ol
provost of the university, is a strong -
this, and to admit it, would simply be tu
Viee-Provost University of Pennsyivaiiu
DO not bellevs
There seems to me
and better work is
ty-five years.

President of Princeton University.

Y the 13th 1=
received. My

opinion on a matter
of that sort can have
very little welght, be-
cause it Is based .on
no careful study of
condlitions with a
judgment of that sort
in view. Bo far as my
personal observations

OUR favor of

R

W teaa

& are concerned I do
% not think there is an}
& material d1(ference
¢ between the Intelli-
' gence and Industry of
ooy % college students some

time ago and to-day.

Fansy Foc

President of University of Chicago.
lends me to

M
belleve that

the American college
student of to-day is
holding his own. Rel-
atively I think there
are a8 many students
making superior
grades now ns at anv
time in the history of
American  education
In more than thirty |
yenrs experience with i
college studente 1 ¢
have not found o
dJowering of avernge
Intelligence, nor any
indieation of deterior-
L)

ation in mentallty.

cxperience

T R
t

i e Mot
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On the other hand |
believe that the standards and require.
ments of to-day nre higher and more
severe than they were a gonorntion ago. 1t
sseeme to me that the world war proved con
clusively that there is no letting down In
the real fibre of :\mm‘lu}m youth. In the
crisis he showed all the'sterling qualities
courage, endurance and Inftiative, that have
characterized the American from the begin
ning of our history

Prosident of Univeraity of Madne,




